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Kanagawa Prefecture is urging drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians to sharpen their awareness during 
the 2026 Spring National Traffic Safety Campaign, 

running April 6 through 15. The 10-day campaign, 
coordinated by the Kanagawa Prefecture Traffic Safety 
Measures Council, carries the slogan "Protect new school 
children and kindergarteners from traffic accidents" - a 
timely reminder as the Japanese school year begins and 
young children navigate unfamiliar routes for the first time.

April 10 holds special significance within the campaign 
as Japan's nationally designated "Aim for Zero Traffic 
Fatalities Day." The Cabinet Office established the 
observance in 2008 as a citizens' movement to heighten 
public consciousness around traffic safety. The date was 
chosen because it ends in zero, reinforcing the aspiration 
for zero fatalities on the road. The designation is observed 
twice more each year on Feb. 20 and Sept. 30, for the 
same symbolic reason.

The spring campaign centers on four focus areas that 
apply to everyone in the community, whether driving, 
riding or walking.

Pedestrian safety on school routes and 
residential roads.
With new first graders and kindergarteners beginning to 
walk to school, the campaign calls for increased watch 
and patrol activities along routes where children travel 
in groups. Drivers should be mindful that pedestrians 
have priority at crosswalks, while pedestrians should be 
encouraged to use crosswalks, avoid jaywalking, and wear 
reflective materials during low-light hours.

Eliminating distracted driving and smartphone use. 
The campaign targets the dangers of using smartphones 
while both driving and walking. In Japan, holding a phone 
or viewing a screen while operating a vehicle carries 
penalties of up to six months' imprisonment or a fine 
of up to ¥100,000. Pedestrians also bear responsibility: 
walking while staring at a phone reduces peripheral 
awareness at crosswalks and intersections. Community 
members should stop and step aside when they need to 

check a device rather than reading or texting in motion. 
Drivers approaching crosswalks where a pedestrian is 
waiting must come to a full stop and yield, failure to do so 
is a traffic violation under Japanese law.

The campaign also calls for a social environment where 
drunk driving is never tolerated. Japan's laws hold all 
parties accountable, not just the driver, but passengers 
who knowingly ride with an impaired driver and 
individuals who serve alcohol to someone who will drive. 
The campaign further emphasizes seatbelt use in all 
seating positions, including rear seats, and proper use of 
child safety seats. Rear-seat seatbelt compliance remains 
lower than in front seats across Japan, yet unbelted rear 
passengers still face serious risk in a collision and can 
injure front-seat occupants on impact.

Bicycle and e-scooter rule compliance.
The Kanagawa Prefecture Traffic Safety Campaign 
further outlines five rules for riding a bicycle safely that 
community members should familiarize themselves 
with: ride on the left side of the road, obey traffic signals 
and stop signs, use a light at night, never ride under the 
influence of alcohol, and wear a helmet. In Japan, cyclists 
travel on the left and should check for safety by looking 
right first. 

This year's campaign arrives alongside a major 
enforcement change. As of April 1, Japan's Traffic 
Violation Penalty Notice System, commonly known as 
the "Blue Ticket" system will be enforcing monetary fines 
for bicycle traffic violations committed by riders aged 
16 and older. Previously, most bicycle infractions were 
handled through either simple warnings or far more 
serious criminal proceedings. 

Under the new system, police can issue penalty notices 
for violations ranging from riding while using a cellphone 
(¥12,000 fine) to ignoring traffic signals or failing to stop 
at intersections (¥5,000 to ¥6,000). Fines must be paid 
within seven days. Failure to pay can escalate the matter 
to criminal proceedings and a potential criminal record. 
Riders who commit two or more dangerous violations 
within three years will be required to complete a 
mandatory cyclist training course. 



Motorcycle accident prevention.
Riders are reminded of the inherent risks of two-
wheeled vehicles, which include, reduced visibility to 
other drivers, susceptibility to road surface hazards, and 
vehicle blind spots, particularly in the narrow streets 
and dense intersections around Yokosuka. Two accident 
types account for a disproportionate share of motorcycle 
fatalities in Japan: single-vehicle accidents where a 
rider loses control, and collisions between right-turning 
vehicles and oncoming motorcycles traveling straight. In 
left-hand-traffic Japan, this means a vehicle turning right 
across oncoming traffic may fail to see an approaching 
motorcycle. Riders should assume they are not seen and 
approach intersections prepared to brake, even when 
they have the right of way.

Proper helmet use remains the single most effective 
protective measure as many fatal bicycle and motorcycle 
accidents in Japan involve head injuries. A helmet only 
works if it fits correctly and the chin strap is securely 
fastened. A loose strap can allow it to shift or come off 
during impact. Riders should also consider chest, back 
and joint protectors, and regardless of experience level, 
conduct a pre-ride check of tires, brakes, lights and 
mirrors before each ride.

Local municipalities across the prefecture are stepping 
up patrols and educational efforts to align with the 
spring campaign and ensure compliance. To support 
these efforts, educational materials in both Japanese and 
English are available, including: 

• Spring National Traffic Safety campaign poster:
https://www8.cao.go.jp/koutu/index.html     

• Traffic Safety Education Illustrations:
https://www8.cao.go.jp/koutu/kyouiku/index.html 

• Five Rule for Safe Bicycle Riding English:
https://www8.cao.go.jp/koutu/kyouiku/pdf/l_bicycle-e.
pdf

• Five Rules for Safe Bicycle Riding Japanese:
https://www8.cao.go.jp/koutu/kyouiku/pdf/r04_bicycle-
chirashi.pdf 

• Kanagawa Prefectural Police Bicycle Safety Poster:
https://www.police.pref.kanagawa.jp/assets/entry/pdf/
eng_inf_007.pdf

• Kanagawa Prefecture Blue Ticket Guide in English:
https://www.pref.kanagawa.jp/documents/84974/
english_teisei.pdf

CFAY Street Safety Campaign
CFAY will conduct an on-base Street Safety Campaign on 
April 21 from 6:30 to 8 a.m. and April 22 from 3:30 to 5 p.m.

The campaign's purpose is education, not enforcement. 
Volunteers and safety representatives will be stationed at 
three key intersections on base to observe and educate 
community members on safe practices for bicycling, 
crossing streets, skateboarding, running and jogging.

At crosswalks, observers will check that cyclists, 
skateboarders and scooter riders dismount and walk across, 
and that no one is using listening devices while crossing. 
In bicycle lanes, they will ensure riders are traveling on the 
proper side of the street and wearing helmets properly. 
Observers will raise awareness that sidewalks are reserved 
for pedestrians and skateboarders riders while verifying 
that helmets are worn while riding skateboards or scooters, 
and that listening devices are not in use.

Volunteers interested in participating in the campaign 
should provide their name, contact information and 
preferred date to cfaytrafficsafety@us.navy.mil no later 
than noon on April 17. The safety office will provide safety 
vests and bilingual handouts for distribution at each 
checkpoint. All volunteers will be recognized with safety 
awards in accordance with CFAYINST 5100.10A.
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https://www8.cao.go.jp/koutu/kyouiku/pdf/r04_bicycle-chirashi.pdf
https://www.police.pref.kanagawa.jp/assets/entry/pdf/eng_inf_007.pdf
https://www.police.pref.kanagawa.jp/assets/entry/pdf/eng_inf_007.pdf
https://www.pref.kanagawa.jp/documents/84974/english_teisei.pdf
https://www.pref.kanagawa.jp/documents/84974/english_teisei.pdf


All classes are blended learning classes. Classes may be added based on 
community need and instructor availability. Enroll today!

CPR/AED/First Aid Course ($18)
  • Saturday, April 11, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
  • Monday, April 13, 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
  • Tuesday, April 28, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Babysitting Basics/Pediatric CPR ($18)
  • Saturday, April 4, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  *Schedule through the Teen Center

To register, email: Yokosuka@redcross.org with the class and preferred date/time. You 
will receive a payment link and be asked to send your receipt in order to guarantee a spot 
in the course.

American Red Cross ClassesAmerican Red Cross Classes
CPR Training, Basic Life Support, 
and Babysitting Basics
CPR Training, Basic Life Support, CPR Training, Basic Life Support, 
and Babysitting Basicsand Babysitting Basics





Introduction of Blue TicketsIntroduction of Blue Tickets

• Affected group
This applies to all bicycle riders aged 16 and 
older.

• Targeted violations
The system focus on dangerous violations 
such as ignoring traffic lights, failing to stop at 
stop signs, and riding on the wrong side of the 
road, etc...

• Penalties
Violators are subject to fines.

• Objective
The primary goal is to decrease the number of 
bicycle-related accidents and enhance overall 
road safety.

The Government of Japan began The Government of Japan began 
enforcing a new system of traffic tickets, enforcing a new system of traffic tickets, 
known as "blue tickets," issued to known as "blue tickets," issued to 
cyclists for violations.cyclists for violations.

Violations subject to blue tickets
When identifying a traffic offence committed by a cyclist, police 
officers generally give a warning at the scene. However, if the 
offence is malicious and dangerous enough to pose a significant 
danger and nuisance to other pedestrians or vehicles and to 
create a risk of traffic accidents, police officers issue a blue tickets. 

Disobeying 
traffic signals

¥6,000
¥5,000 for running 

flashing signals

Stop sign 
violation

¥5,000

Driving on the 
wrong side of 

the road
¥6,000

Use of mobile 
phone, etc. 
(Holding)

¥12,000

Trespassing at 
a closed level of 

crossing
¥7,000

Defective 
breaking 

system
¥5,000

These violations are examples.

In case of committing serious violations*, or causing accidents, 
offenders are subject to criminal procedures (issuance or reed tickets)
*Drink driving, driving under influence of alcohol, obstructive driving, 
use of mobile phones (causing a danger to traffic)

In addition: If a person caused a traffic accident 
or is caught two or more times within three 
years for any of the 16 types of traffic offences 
including running a red light, etc, the Prefectural 
Public Safety Commission orders the person to 
attend a "Lecture for Cyclists".

For more information, 
visit MPD website



2026 Road Tax Season2026 Road Tax Season
Effective June 1, 2026, all vehicles MUST display the 2026 (Reiwa 8) 
USFJ Decal. Displaying 2025 decals after June 1 will result in denial 
of access and possible impoundment. Pay the Japanese road tax to 
receive your new decal(s).

One Stop Shop

When?
• April 9 (Thursday), 10 (Friday) from 9 to 
11:45 a.m./1 to 3:15 p.m. for 100, 300 through 
529 plates only.  Pay Road Tax and get USFJ 
decal at Fleet Theater.

• This event is NOT for yellow plate car and 
motorcycle. Road Tax for yellow plate cars 
and motorcycles must be paid off base at 
Yokosuka City Hall starting April 1

• If you have a yellow plate car or motorcycle 
as an additional vehicle, you must wait until 
April 1 to receive decals.

• If you miss the events, pay your Road 
Tax at the Kanagawa Tax Office for normal 
and large vehicles, or pay your Road Tax 
at the Yokosuka City Hall for mini cars and 
motorcycles 125cc and above. Bring your 
documents to receive decal at VRO.

What to bring to pay road tax?
• 2025 Road Tax Receipt (last years)
• Japanese Vehicle Title
• Applicable Fees in YEN

What to bring to get decal?
• ID Card 
• 2025 road tax receipt
• Japanese Vehicle Title 
• Vehicle inspection report
• Base Inspection Sheet (if applicable)
• JCI Insurance
• Liability Insurance 
• Parking Certificate with current residence 
(must be re-registered at LTO with
the current address)

• Valid Drivers license (if you own more than 
one vehicle, bring all additional driver’s license)

How much am I going to pay?
CASH ONLY FOR PAYMENT (Yen)
Mini Car (Yellow plate) ¥3,000

Motorcycle: 
125cc and below

¥500

Motorcycle: 
126cc and above

¥1,000

400/500/501/529 ¥7,500
Y300/301/329 (Less than 4.5L) ¥19,000
300/301/329 (More than 4.5L) ¥22,000

100 ¥32,000

Notes: Representatives other than Spouse are 
required to present a Power of Attorney (POA) 
to receive decals. If member owns more than 
one vehicle, all vehicles must be registered at 
the same time to receive decals.
• License plate from other prefectures as 
Sasebo, Iwakuni, Misawa, Yokota, Fuji, etc… 
need to be changed to Yokohama plate before 
March 31, 2026.  
You can’t pay Road tax at Kanagawa 
prefecture after April 1, 2026.





BEYOND
THE GATE

Kinugasa Sakura FestivalKinugasa Sakura Festival
Until April 5 (Sunday)

25-minute walk south from JR Kinugasa Station, JO-02 
Frequently labeled one of the top 100 places to view 
sakura, it boosts more than 2,500 blooming trees. Each 
night the cherry blossoms will be lit up from 6 to 8 p.m.

Tsukayama Sakura Tsukayama Sakura FestivalFestival
Until April 8 (Tuesday)

15-minute walk from Keikyu Anjinzuka Station, KK-56
Senbonzakura, more than 1,000 cherry trees, come 
into bloom in the historic park of Anjin, the blue-eyed 
samurai. Evening food and beverage stands on the 
mountain present traditional hanami fare on weekends. 
The cherry blossoms will be lit up from the sunset time 
until 9 p.m. 

Oooka River Sakura FestivalOooka River Sakura Festival
Until April 5 (Sunday)

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. (Food booths hours of operation) | Oooka 
River (5-minute walk from Keikyu Gumyouji Station, KK-43, 
or JR Sakuragicho Station, JK-11)
One great place to see cherry blossoms is along the 
Oookagawa river in Yokohama. This is located between 
Keikyu Gumyoji Station and JR Sakuragicho Station. The 
five kilometer walk, which follows the river all the way 
between two stations, makes it very easy to enjoy. The 
cherry blossoms will be lit up until April 5 (6 to 9 p.m.)

Hashirimizu FountainheadHashirimizu Fountainhead
Until April 6 (Sunday)

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. | Hashirimizu Fountainhead Park (From 
Keikyu Maborikaigan Station, KK-63, take the bus for
Kannonzaki to Isemahi, 5-minute ride, 2-minute walk
from the bus stop) 
There will be food trucks. Paid parking available.

Yoyogi Park Wanwan Yoyogi Park Wanwan 
(Bowwow) Carnival(Bowwow) Carnival

April 11 (Saturday) - 12 (Sunday)
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.| Yoyogi Park Event Square (10-minute 
walk from JR Harajyuku Station, JY-19)
The Bowwow Carnival is a festival of everything about 
dogs. Dog clothes, dog grooming, professional dog 
photographers, performing dogs, dog quizzes, dog 
dancing, famous dogs, obedience, agility, and speed 
eating contests are all part of the event. 



NEWS AND NOTICES
VIPRR SERVICES RETURNING 

FOR PHAS
The Defense Health Agency’s (DHA)
Virtual Integrated Patient Readiness 
and Remote Referral (VIPRR) program 
will be available again for a temporary 
90-day period to assist Commander 
Fleet Activities Yokosuka (CFAY) tenant 
commands with Periodic Health 
Assessments (PHA).
Important Update for Sailors 
in Japan: While the program has been 
approved, some CFAY tenant command 
UICs have not yet been loaded into 
the VIPRR system. VIPRR is currently 
updating the database and expects 
Japan-based UICs to begin appearing 
in the system starting next week. They 
anticipate being caught up by the end 
of this week (East 
Coast time).
How to use VIPRR for your PHA:
1. Complete the online PHA first
https://eha.health.mil/EHA/
2. Call VIPRR to schedule your 
appointment, 1-844-863-3236
Hours of operation
Monday–Friday, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Central 
Standard Time)
• If you already have a scheduled PHA 
appointment but need an earlier date, 
VIPRR may be able to assist once your 
UIC is available in the system. VIPRR 
access will be authorized for 90 days 
while DHA evaluates continuation of 
the program.

PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL
Want to effect change and be a part 
of healthcare solutions that affect 
our Sailors and their families? Join 
the Patient and Family Partnership 
Council at U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH) 
Yokosuka. Engage directly with hospital 
leadership in matters that concern the 
health an welfare of CFAY. Join us at the 
upcoming meetings.

Receive My CFAY Weekly by email! Subscribe at cfay-information@us.navy.mil, subject line: Subscribe

Commander Fleet Activities Yokosuka

cfay-information@us.navy.mil
@CFAY_Japan

lane in front of the CPO Club. Inbound 
traffic will shifts to the two middle lanes 
creating a two lane inbound pattern in 
front of Building 1997.
• Duncan Street partial road closure for 
off-loading scaffolding materials as part 
of a building renovation projectuntil 
May 29.
• Partial road closure on Howard Street 
until May 31 on weekends.
• Partial Road Closures are required 
for cleaning of CHT lines at various 
locations on base. Two-Way Traffic 
will be maintained through flagmen. 
Partial closures will occur in one area 
at a time.
• Lawrence Avenue and Decatur 
Avenue: Until May 15.
• In front of building B-48: April 10 
-May 20.
• Turner Street: April 10 - May 20.
• Sampson Avenue: April 13 - May 29.
• San Diego Streer: April 20 - June 19.
• Base taxi parking area near King Street: 
May 7 - June 1.
• Perry Avenue and Macdonough 
Avenue: May 7 - June 10.
• Rickert Drive partial road closure 
to remove and install a new high 
voltage cable until March 31. Work 
will be conducted on the weekends to 
minimize impacts to the community.
• Radford Road partial road closure to 
remove and install a new high voltage 
cable until March 31.
• The parking lot in front of ATG is 
secured through 2027 in support 
of the NSST Shiphandling Trainer 
construction. Additionally, half of the 
12-hour parking lot is also secured to 
support NSST construction material 
laydown and management. 
Ikego: Ikego Gas Station will be closed 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 8 for 
electrical work. 
• Imattumi Road partial closure for 
general excavation work until Dec. 30.

• April 7 from 4 to 5 p.m. in the library at 
the Community Resource Center.
• May 5 from 9 to 10 a.m. in the 
Community Resource Center, 3rd floor, 
Kumon Room 
• June 2 from 4 to 5 p.m. in the Community 
Resource Center, 1st floor, Library 
• July 7 from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
in the Naval Hospital's Command 
Auditorium, 3rd floor.
 If there is a specialty or any medical 
personnel you are hoping to meet, 
please let us know so we can try our 
best to ensure attendance. You can also 
send in questions beforehand to our 
distro email: 
dha.yokosuka.yokosuka-nh.list.pfpc@
health.mil

VOLUNTEER WITH US
• Military Treatment Facility
• Disaster Team
• Special Events
• Office Support
• Youth Preparedness
• Youth Clubs
Email: yokosuka@redcross.org

ANIMAL VISITATION PROGRAM
If you have a dog, Red Cross Yokosuka 
needs you! For program requirements 
and questions, email: jacee.
maldonado@redcross.org or yokosuka@
redcross.org. All participating dogs 
must successfully complete the AKC 
Canine Good Citizen Evaluation.

OFFBASE TRAFFIC CONTROL
The road behind Saikaya Department 
will be closed from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on April 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14 and 20 due to 
renovation work for the Saikaya facility.

CONSTRUCTION AND CLOSURES
Yokosuka: High traffic lane 
modification from 5 to 8:30 a.m. 
Outbound traffic merges into one 

http://dha.yokosuka.yokosuka-nh.list.pfpc@health.mil
http://dha.yokosuka.yokosuka-nh.list.pfpc@health.mil

