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AROUND CFAYAROUND CFAY
CFAY Family Child Care Program 

Grows toward First Ikego Homes
By Airman Lara Llabres, CFAY Public Affairs

The Family Child Care (FCC) program at 
Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka (CFAY) 
is expanding, with five new providers in the 

certification pipeline – including three preparing 
to open the program's first homes in the Ikego 
housing area. FCC certifies caregivers to provide 
child care in their government-quarters homes, 
giving families a smaller-setting alternative to the 
installation's Child Development Centers (CDCs).

"We are small, but mighty," said FCC Director 
Jessenia Rodriguez. "We currently have six active 
providers here on the main base, but we are actively 
shooting to reach our goal of 11 total providers to 
support our huge community."

The three Ikego providers are completing 
background checks, CPR certification and  
specialized FCC training. 

Two more homes are slated for the main base, and 
one current provider is renewing her certification. 

For service members who work nights, security 
watches or 24-hour duty, FCC providers offer 
extended care beyond the standard daytime hours 
of the CDCs and the School-Age Care program.

Active-duty single and dual-military sponsors 
qualify by submitting a copy of their duty schedule 
and an extended care form signed by their 
supervisor. Once approved, the Navy covers the 
cost of this care in full.



Comedian Sydney Stigerts, a member of the comedy 
group 1 Degree of Separation, performs at the 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation Benny Decker Theater 
at Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Nov. 3, 
2026. 1 Degree of Separation is a suicide prevention 
training program aimed at reducing the stigma 
surrounding mental health and increasing awareness, 
featuring comedians who openly share their personal 
experiences. (Photo by MC2 Quinton A. Lee, CFAY Public 
Affairs)

Because FCC care takes place in certified providers' 
homes, group sizes are smaller, caregiver-to-child 
ratios are lower, and children get more one-on-one 
attention.

FCC homes also help reduce infant-care waiting lists 
at the CDCs and can serve, when space is available, 
Department of War civilian employees, including 
Department of War Education Activity school staff.

FCC providers follow the same Navy rules, 
regulations and safety standards as the CDCs. 
Providers and household members ages 12 and 
older undergo annual background checks.

The FCC  director and a training specialist inspect 
each home monthly for safety, sanitation and meals 
that meet U.S. Department of Agriculture standards.

Providers complete 30 hours of initial training and 
at least 24 hours of in-service training each year.

Using this training, providers design custom lesson 
plans targeting social, emotional, language and 
physical development for children aged 6 weeks to 
12 years.

Providers observe each child weekly to identify 
interests and developmental milestones. A 
child working on fine motor skills might find 
sticker-peeling or writing practice added to the 
week's plan.

A child learning to walk gets one-on-one walking 
practice instead of time in a stroller or wagon.

The program also invests in the caregiver-parent 
relationship. Providers share daily photos and 
updates, send newsletters, and hold annual parent-
teacher conferences. 

Before enrolling, families  complete a family 
interview - a visit to a prospective FCC home to 
meet the provider and discuss operating hours and 
program goals.

To find a provider and and join the waiting list, visit 
MilitaryChildCare.com and select the "Family Child 
Care" option. For more information on becoming a 
provider or enrolling your child, contact the CFAY 
FCC office at DSN 241-2978, commerical 046-896-
2978, or email MWR_YOKOSUKA_FCC@us.navy.mil.

Comedian Brad Bonar, a member of the comedy 
group 1 Degree of Separation, performs at the 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation Benny Decker Theater 
at Commander, Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Nov. 3, 
2026. 1 Degree of Separation is a suicide prevention 
training program aimed at reducing the stigma 
surrounding mental health and increasing awareness, 
featuring comedians who openly share their personal 
experiences. (Photo by MC2 Quinton A. Lee, CFAY Public 
Affairs)
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Tokyo Comic ConventionTokyo Comic Convention
Dec. 11 (Friday) - 13 (Sunday)

11 to 7 p.m. (Fri), 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. (Sat), 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
(Sun) | Makuhari Messe (3-minute walk from the north exit 
of JR Kaihin Makuhari Station, JE-14) 
Comic Con started out in 1970 in San Diego as the 
Golden State Comic Book Convention. Holding a sister 
event in the home of manga was long overdue and 
Tokyo Comic Con finally came in 2016 attracting about 
50,000 visitors. Advance tickets not necessary but 
preferable. What celebrities will be there? Nicolas Cage, 
Melissa Benoist, Daniel Logan and John Cena! Ticket: 
https://tokyocomiccon.jp/en/ticket

JERA Park 1JERA Park 1stst Anniversary Anniversary
Nov. 7 (Saturday) - 8 (Sunday)

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. | JERA Park Yokosuka (30-minute drive 
from Fleet Activities Yokosuka, 40-minute walk from 
Keikyu Kurihama Station, KK-67)
Enjoy fun activities for all, including workshops, mini 
games, a dog run, and food trucks. Bring friends and 
family to this special event. Pets are welcome during 
the two-day event. All activities are free!  
Visitor Guidelines; Keep pets leashed at all times; Clean 
up after pets and rinse urine spots with water.  
Parking is free but limited; carpool when possible.

Parkour Top of Japan Parkour Top of Japan 
Yokosuka 2026Yokosuka 2026

Nov. 8 (Sunday)
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. | Verny Park (2-minute walk from Coaska 
Gate of Fleet Activities Yokosuka)
Japan's premier parkour championship is back again 
this year! The nation's top parkour athletes will go head-
to-head in an exciting competition to determine Japan's 
No. 1! The event will take place at Verny Park, a location 
with strong ties to France, the birthplace of parkour. Get 
ready for thrilling performances and fierce competition 
as Japan's best athletes battle for the national title.

Yokosuka Tomodachi Jazz Yokosuka Tomodachi Jazz 
Festival 2026Festival 2026

Nov. 7 (Saturday) - 8 (Sunday)
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. | Honcho Yokosuka, Shioiri Station 
to Yokosuka-Chuo Station, Mikasa Park, Verny Park
Many jazz artists and big bands will perform live  
Saturday and Sunday at EM Club, Dobuita Street, Blue 
Street, Lidre Yokosuka, Coaska and Ichigo Yokosuka Port 
Market. For details, https://tomodachi-jazz.org/2026/.

BEYOND
THE GATE

Days of the Rooster MarketDays of the Rooster Market
Nov. 7 (Saturday) and 19 (Thursday)

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. | Yokosuka Suwa Shrine (2-minute walk
from Keikyu Yokosuka-Chuo station, KK-59)
The annual Tori-no-Ichi Festival, a beloved tradition 
in Yokosuka and Miura Peninsula, marks winter's 
start and year's end. Visitors pray for success amid 
chants and hand-clapping. Stalls sell kumade rakes 
and daruma dolls, celebrating Japanese customs and 
inviting good fortune.

https://tokyocomiccon.jp/en/ticket
https://tomodachi-jazz.org/2026/


NEWS AND NOTICES
HOUSING SERVICE CENTER 

CLOSURE
The CFAY Housing Services Center 
locations on Main Base and in the 
Ikego Hills Family Housing Area 
will close early on Monday, Nov. 16, 
at noon for internal department 
operations. Both offices will reopen 
for normal business hours Tuesday, 
Nov. 17.

U.S. EMBASSY TOKYO 
OUTREACH

When: Monday, Nov. 30 
Where: Admiralty Room, 2nd Floor 
of Officer’s Club, Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka
For inquiries, please email: 
yokosukalaoutreach@us.navy.mil, or 
call 315-243-8901.
Accepting: CRBA/First-Time 
Passport/Adult and Minor Passport 
Renewal/ I-130
Please refer to the CRBA, first-time  
tourist passport, minor and adult 
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passport renewal, and I-130 checklists 
using the QR code below to ensure 
you meet the requirements and are 
able to submit complete applications. 
You are encouraged to renew by 
mail with an online payment if you 
meet all criteria to renew by mail. For 
more details please scan the QR code 
below. 

For I-130 Petitions, eligible 
petitioners are U.S. citizen, Active 
Duty Service Members assigned to 
a unit in Japan. Petitions must be 
for a spouse, child(ren), or parent(s) 
who is currently in Japan and able 
to remain in country for the time 
it normally takes to process the 
visa. Individuals must have their 
applications screened by the RLSO 

WESTPAC Yokosuka Legal Assistance 
by Friday, Nov. 13 to obtain an 
appointment.  Starting Nov. 3, walk-
in hours to screen CRBA and Passport 
applications are Monday – Thursday: 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Yokosuka Legal 
Assistance office located on the 2nd 
deck of Bldg. 1555. 

CONSTRUCTION AND CLOSURES
Yokosuka:  Ongoing,  traffic lane 
modification from 5 to 8:30 a.m. 
Outbound traffic merges into 
one lane in front of the CPO Club. 
Inbound traffic will shift to the two 
middle lanes creating a two lane 
inbound pattern in front of Bldg. 
1997.
• The parking lot in front of ATG 
Western Pacific is secured through 
2027 in support of the Navigation, 
Seamanship and Shiphandling 
Trainer construction. 
Ikego: Imattumi Road partial closure 
until Dec. 30.

2026 Friendship Day Parking Lot Closure
Location Close Open

Bowling Center (Galley) Nov. 9, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 17, 5 p.m.
Kosano Park/ McDonalds Nov. 10, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 5 p.m.

NMCRS Thrift Store Nov. 10, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 5 p.m.
PSD/Community Bank Nov. 10, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 5 p.m.

Purdy Parking (Tennis court side) Nov. 10, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 5 p.m.
Teen Center Nov. 12, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 5 p.m.

PSD (Green Bay Marina Area) Nov. 12, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 5 p.m.
Parking Lot (off Nimitz Blvd side of building #1907) Nov. 12, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 5 p.m.

USO Parking Nov. 12, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 5 p.m.
Thew Field Helo Pad Nov. 14, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 15, 9 p.m.

Gazebo’s (1-11) Nov. 14, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 15, 9 p.m.
Purdy Parking (Teen Center side) Nov. 14, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 15, 9 p.m.

Benny Decker Parking Nov. 14, 23:59 p.m. Nov. 15, 9 p.m.
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